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JANUARY 28, 1993

SENATOR TIM LESLIE
1200 MELODY LANE
SUITE 110
ROSEVILLE CA 95678

ATTN: SENATOR TIM LESLIE
RE: PROPOSED RULE PR DOCKET 92-235

SENATOR,

THERE IS CURRENT LEGISLATION TO ADD NEW FREQUENCIES BETWEEN
THE ALREADY EXISTING MODEL AIRCRAFT BANDS. THESE NEW
FREQUENCIES WOULD BE DESIGNATED TO MOBILE USE SUCH AS
PHONES, PAGERS , AND RADIOS IN NON RESTRICTED AREAS. THIS
WOULD CREATE A HAZARD TO THE MANY PEOPLE WHO ENJOY THE SPORT
OF RADIO CONTROL MODEL AIRCRAFT. WHEN TWO FREQUENCIES OVER
LAP THE END RESULT IS THE MODEL AIRCRAFT CRASHES WITH THE
PILOT HAVING NO CONTROL WHAT SO EVER OF WHERE, IN A STREET,
A CAR , A HOUSE, OR A CROWD OF PEOPLE WHO ARE WATCHING THE
MODEL AIRCRAFT. FLYING MODELS TEND TO DRAW A CROWD.

I PERSONALLY HAVE MANY AIRCRAFT, SOME RANGING IN COST OF
$3000.00 DOLLARS AND SOME CAN WEIGH UP TO 55 POUNDS. I HAVE
HAD FREQUENCY CRASHES AND IT IS THE MOST HELPLESS FEELING
YOU CAN GET IN THIS SPORT. IT DOESN'T MATTER HOW GOOD A
PILOT YOU ARE YOU LOSE YOUR AIRPLANE AND YOU JUST PRAY IT
DOESN'T HIT ANYONE.

I HOPE THAT YOU WILL VOTE AGAIRST THIS NEW VIOLATION OF OUR
FLYING FREQUENCIES. AT ALL FIELDS THERE IS FREQUENCY CONTROL
OF SOME KIND AND THE ACCIDENTS ARE HELD TO A MINIMUM BUT
WITH THE POSSIBILITY OF OUTSIDE INTERFERENCE THERE WOULD BE
A CLOUD OF DOUBT THAT WOULD GREATLY HINDER A SPORT THAT I
SPEND A GREAT DEAL OF TIME AT. I AM A AVID CONTEST FLYER AND
TRAVEL AROUND THE STATE TO COMPETE. THIS YEAR WILL SEE ME
GOING TO OTHER STATES TO COMPETE. AGAIN, PLEASE VOTE RO ON
THESE NEW FREQUENCIES. IF I'M GOING TO LOSE ONE OF MY PLANES
I WOULD LIKE TO BELIEVE THAT I DID IT NOT SOME ONE OUT ON
THE HIGHWAY CALLING HOME.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR TIME REGARDING THIS MATTER.

RO
P •• BOX 9054
SO. LAKE TAHOE CA 96158
(916)541-3574
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February 18, 1993

The Honorable John Doolittle
United States House ofRepresentatives
Washington D.C., 20515

Dear Mr. Doolittle::

I am retired and derive many hours ofenjoyment from constructing and operating radio controlled
model airplanes.

I am very concerned about proposed rules that are curreutly under consideration by the Federal
Communications Commissioft (FCC). The preceding is PIl Docket 92-235. Ifadopted, the new
rules will greatly reduce the usability offtequencies cwrendy assiped for model use and increase
the risk ofaccidents and attendant liability for controlling model airplanes.

Our radio controlled frequencies are in the 72-76 MHz band. This baRd is primarily used for
private land mobile dispatch operations. However, our radio controlled tTequencies are far enough
apart from the land mobile fi'equeIIeies that we have been able to share the band without either
use interfering with the other.

Now the FCC wants to create more land mobile frequencies by splitting them into narrower bend
widths and~ the bind 1'1811. As a result, many land mobile trequencies will move closer
to the radio control frequencies and cause interference to radio control operations. I am told that
the 50 frequencies that are presently available for radio control for model airplanes, only 19
frequencies will be left ifthese new rules are adopted.

When we fly our model airplanes under radio control, we go to great lengths to assure the sarety
ofthe operators and bystanders and the protection ofproperty. Many ofour safety precautions
involve the careful coordination and use ofradio control frequencies. Ifthe number ofusable
frequencies is diminished as proposed by the FCC, the remaining frequencies would become
congested and the margin ofsafety will be greatly decreased.

Please understand that many model airplanes have wiIJsspans up to 10 feet and weigh up to 40
pounds. The models are expensive to build: but IIlOR to the point, they are capable ofcausing
property damage, serious injury or even death ifradio interference causes the operator to lose
control of the craft. We often fly our models at organized events and contests where hundreds of
operators participate. We need the use of our full complement ofradio tTequencies in order to
assure a safe flying environment.



I do not think it is wise ofthe FCC to seek to improve the operating conditions orland mobile
radio users at the expense ofradio control modelers. The FCC may not think we are as important
as business users ofradios, but we have a considerable investment in our models and our radio
equipment. The hobby provides many hours ofenjoyment to thousands ofpeople like myselfand
contributes to the advancement and development ofthe commercial aviation industry.

Please help me continue the safe enjoyment ofmy pastime by not allowing the FCC to carry out
its proposals for the 72-76 MHz band.

S7~~
Courtland W. Brown
308S Blue Grass Drive
Auburn, CA 95602


